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THE NIGHT SINGER. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE DTTBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 

Sir — The ** eloquent music" which your correspondent 
C. O'H.* had the good fortune to hear, was, in all proba- 
bility, "discoursed" bytheREKD Sparrow^ or Irish>Night- 
irGALE, {Passer arundinaccus. Passer torquatuSy in arundi- 
tietis mdificans\ the only nocturnal singer, of the feathered 
tribe, visiting our Island, whose powers of melody could 
have suggested the comparison, which the second English 
appellation involves, with those of the bird of Milton. — 
Speaking of our subject, under the above names. Rutty, in 
his Natural History of the county Dublin, says — *' II 
is good food! and [the inferior consideration] eminent for 
the variety of its song, and, as it sings in the nighty has 
been called the Irish Nightingale.'''' Bewick, tells us, 
speaking of the Black-headed Bunting, Reed Bunting, or 
Reed Sparrow, (Emberiza schoeniclus^ Lin :) " Its chief re- 
sort being among reeds, the seeds of that plant are sup- 
posed to be its principal food ; it is, however, frequently 
-seen in the higher grounds, near the roads, and sometimes 
in corn fields. They keep near the ground, and seldom 
perch, except among the low bushes. The male, during 
the time of hatching, has a soft, melodious, warbling song, 
whilst he sits perched among the reeds, and is frequently 
heard in the nighttime. It is a watchful, timorous bird, 
attd is very easily alarmed. Birds of this species frequent 
places where there are abundance of rushes, [reeds V] 
among which they nestle. The nest is composed of dry 
grass, and lined with the soft down of the reed ; it is fixed 
with great art between four reed-stalks, two on each side, 
almost close to each other, and about three feet above the 
water." Stewart, (Outlines of Natural History), so far 
as his succinct notice goes, agrees, in the main, with the 
unrivalled graphic delineator of birds just quoted : ** Fre- 
quents marshy places, most commonly among reeds — nest 
fastened to three or four reeds, suspended from them like 
a hammock — cavity deep but narrow ; feeds on Arundines 
■ — sings in the night as well as the dayT 

The testimony of these good men, and true, points di- 
rectly (in my opinion) to the " wakeful bird" heard at 
Rathgar, and " in the wood at Luggelaw." But let me ten- 
der some negative proofs. *' Titlarks hi cages sing in the 
night ; perhaps only caged birds do so. I once knew a 
tame Redbreast in a cage that always sung as long as 
there were candles in the room ; but in their wild state no 

* No. 47, p. 371. 



one supposes they sing in the night." 7 have been told 
that the Hedge Sparrow {motacilla modularis) also sings at 
night, when caged ; his prison song may be good, but 
when abroad, he can't sing, or won't, and only says " some- 
thing like Tittit-tititit."— (Bewick.) 

** Birds that sing in the night are but few : 

Nightingale, Luscinia. *' in shadiest covert hid." — 

Milton. 

Woodlark, Alauda arborea : suspended in mid air. 

Less Reed Sparrow. Passer arundinaceus minor. — 
Among reeds and willoius.^'' 

This is not our vocalist " pouring the unpremeditated 
strain," but a mere pains-taking mimic, the Motacilla Sa- 
licaria of Linne, who, having no song of his own, borrows 
by turns, from the Sparrow, Swallow, Sky-lark, and other 
birds ; whence it is called The English Mock bird." It 
has no personal resemblance whatever, to the subject of 
this inquiry; though, according to Bewick, its habitat 
and mode of nidijication are similar. Stewart says it " builds 
its nest on the undermost branches of trees."" 

The amiable and diligent Historian of Selbourne, (the 
Rev. Gilbert White), from whose book, the above list of 
** Night Singers" is taken, shows, by limiting the num- 
ber to three, that as such, at least, the Irish Nightingale 
was no acquaintance of his ; and unless I have missed 
some puge of his volumes (bearing evidence to the con- 
trary) it would appear to be ivholly unknown to him 

When describing his Passer, as " singing ceaselessly, so that 
if it ha^ypen to slumber or be silent in the night, and a stone 
or clod be thrown into his bush," we again hear *• his sur- 
prising variety of notes, resembling the song of several 
other birds ;" he observes, with the discrimination of an 
out'door naturalist, (as he styles himself in a letter to Daines 
Barrington), ** but it hath a hurrying manner not at all to 
its advantEige"— quite true ; but the gentle biographer thinks 
the criticism harsh, and adds, compensatively, as if he 
were handling the character of a neighbour, " It is, not- 
M'ithstanding, a delicate polyglot." The tunes or snatches 
of tunes, which this Mnsical-box is capable of, might be 
now heard in Miltown fields : in days past, I have fre- 
quently listened to him there, and never without laughter, 
(it is irresistible), except on our first meeting : he happen- 
ed, at that moment, to be " Skylarking" in a hawthorn 
close by my ear ; invisible, certainly, but what matter ? — 
the song and the rustling leaves, assured me that there 
actually, was, the Alauda arvensis ! a new fact in ornitho- 
logy, worth communicating even to my friend Cooper Haf- 
field : he smiled, and told me all about the sportive rogue. 

It the Nightingale or Woodlark should be charged by • 
any person, hereafter, as perpetrators of the song heard 
on the night of the 11th instant, under "the Moon-lit 
haze," and so forth, at Rathgar, it will cost little trouble to 
prove an alibi hors du Royaume. Dr. Rutty, to be sure, 
finds every bird of the air in the county Dublin ; but I 
can place no general reliance on his book, which has one 
mark, at least, of a compilation : he never fails to tell us, 
who — reverent of music — do riot eat singing birds, (as the 
French, Germans, Italians, and others do) when such, and 
such a warbler is fattest " and estimable food," no matter 
how exalted for his minstrelsy amongst the *' wandering 
voices." The Doctor, if his work reflect his own opinions, 
stands convicted of preaching from that pernicious text, 
(literally understood) " One in the hand is worth two in 
the bush." Sixty years since is some excuse; but I trust 
our boys, with *' Boiv-Arrows'^ will not misapprehend, and 
read the proverb as it is written. As for those of riper^ 
years, but yet *' green in man," I would gladly impress 
them with my own belief^ — that a visible line has been 
drawn, by the Divine Hand, between the plumed creatures 
we may blamelessly use, and those we must never approach 
with ungentle thoughts. On this side (tree ground) are 
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the timeless Gallime, Anates, Tetraones, and the rest : 
beyond a Preserve, stocked with the privileged race 
whom God has marked, as inviolable, with the attribute 
of song ; and given to us, perhaps, (as he surely gave 
flowers) for our amusement, and delight I 

In looking- over these memoranda, I perceive that the 
dress of the melodious Reed Sjmrroiv is yet to be described, 
r should not, however, Mr. Editor, be tempted to a fur- 
ther trespass Oii your time by the desire of supplying this 
omission, but that, in doing so, an opportunity is afford- 
ed me of noticing a curious variance between the accounts 
of Bewick and Stewart, regarding the outer tail feathers : 
*' Size less than the yellow Bunting — eyes hazel ; head, 
throat, fore part of neck, and breast black, excepting alittle 
white line from each corner of the bill, passing downward 
alittle, and forming a border which reaches the back part 
of the neck ; upper parts of body and wings of a reddish 
brown, with a streak of black dovrn the middle of each 
feather ; the imder part of the hody is white, with brown- 
ish streaks on the sides ; rump and upper tail coverts, 
bluish ash colour, mixed with brown ; cjuills dusky, Q.6^ed 
with brown,* two middle feathers of the tail bhick, with 
pale brown edges ; the rest wholly black, exce[)t the two 
outer oi\^^, which are almod white ]t\\o ends tipped with 
brown, and the bas-s black ; the legs and feet dusky 
brown," B. « The head black ; the body grey and black; the 
outer tail feathers marked untha white mawilbrm^nU^'^S. 

I saw the "wliite snots'* in May, 1827 : tlie bird started 
from a reedy (or rushy) i)lasli, close to the Canal side, 
near Hazlebatch, and continued on the wing over, round, 
and about it (appreliensive, no doubt, of some evil intent 
on my part, and stirred by many a fear for the lady in 
the—" soft down*'), during the few moments that a desire to 
see the neat, hardened my heart against his poetry ofmotmu 

As to the « two feathers" it is, after all, safely presum- 
able that 2>o^/i specimens ate truly described? and my 
faith in the accuracy of Bewick « moults no feather,'* . be- 
cause his bird showed two white ones. 

Would C* O'H. (my address is enclosed) have the 
goodness, in a short note> or a long visit, to inform me 
whether he knows any situation in the neighbctirhood of 
the ** Old Castle" where the instinct of the Mmhcrim schoc- 
nklusy would lead it to build ? I strongly suspect that the 
bird of humble note, heard far oflv was the female j twitter- 
ing her thanks to the sweet Serenader, and telling him 
that all was safe at home — herself, and his hopes. IL E. 

HISTORY OF TPIE ANNALS OF THE 
FOUR MASTERS, 

The mannscvipt collection of Irish records commonly 
known by the appellation of the "Annals of the Four 
Masters," has supplied so large a portion of the pvovioualy 
unpublished historical matter to be found in our preceding 
numbers, that our readers must necessarily feel some cu- 
riosity and desire to be acquainted with the origin of its 
compilation-— the eridenaea on which its claims to authen« 
ticity rest-*-and the circumstances connected with it^s past 
history, and present locality^ ajid state -of conservation. 
The requisite information on nearly^ all these facts will be 
found in the following memoir which was addressed by 
Mr* Petrie to our national scientific and literary body, 
the Royal Irish Academy, on the occasion of his deposit- 
ing the original autograph of the work in their valuable 
Irish library, in which it is at once secure from future in- 
jury, and accessible to literary men. We only deem it 
necessar)^ to add, that this national historic treasure, when 
it came^ into Mr. Petrie's possession, was apparently in a 
state of almost hopeless ruin and decay, some portion 
of every leaf of the vv^ork being monideted , away, and 
otherwise injured, from exposure to darap> and having 
been, for a century perhaps, without binding or cover. It 
now presents a very different appearance. The Atmdemy, 
with the anxious care and disregard of expense which the 
preservation of a work so inestimable deserved from its 
appropriate possessors, have had it elaborately repaired 
and splei3;didly bound in two volumes folio ; and the jskill 
and praisei*^prthy care of Mullen, under Mr, Fetrie*s di- 
rectiout Hav^ h%m so admirably employed in its restora- 
tion, that it toy justly ba laid to appear now in its pris- 
dne state of perli^cUon land b^uty/ 



TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBEllS OF THE KOYAL 
XIUSH ACADEMY. 

My Lonn and Gentj^embn, 

navtnff recently Imd tlio goodfortutio to obtniii for tlm Eoyal Irish 
Academy, tli« most importfttit hiatorioHl romnin of m\v nndont Htoni» 
ture, the origimU autf)ffnM)l\ of ft portlmi <if tU« lirwt nivrt or volumo, 
nn<i tho wliolo of tho socond volume of the work iiwuuUy dt^signntod the 
Aimals of tho Four Muat^n-B,—! fool it imnimh<'iit on ww to lay before 
you a sfcjitonioiit of tho proofs of its tiuthotitidty. to(^ot,U(«r with such 
circomatiinnea oonneotud with its historyi m have hitherto coino within 
my kiiowUKlffo, . ^ ,,.,.,.. 

With remu'd, in tho flrfit phie<^, to oar acnolHitloii, \w\im tho wn- 
doubtcja uutoirraph oridnal of tlila moHt invahnihlo work, it ifi to bo 
ohs(5rv(»d that tho inauiiacript itHolf funiii^hcH tho inoHt natiHfaotory 
intfirnnl iwidi'nt'CB for tsuch ft conclufiioti, ovidom-os <n*{'n n\<»rt» il«ci»ive 
than tlioao which have \mm brought forward in support of the auto- 
irraph odtrlnality of tho flrat part, now tho I'hiof troannro of tho uuifc- 
nifioeut libnu-y of his Grnoo tlio J)ukc of Buokin^lurm. and wliich has 
recently boon publishod through tlio iinimilconco of that patriotic lU)* 
bloinan, « , ., ^ *, .. , .* 

In tho front of thopo evldonnofl wo flntl, tlio dodiontlon of tho whoto 
work to Forgal OHiara, Lord of Moy 0'(iura and Coolavin, in tlio 
Coiuity of Slitfo, tho chioftain, undor whoso patronn|r<s and for whoso 
nso tlio AnnaSB wcro compiled ; and this dedication, not a copy in tho 
]»ind of an ordinary scribo, but rommittod to tho poimliar duruhlllty of 
purohmont, and wholly in tiio Uund-wrltiUK twul ^\^m^ with tlio propor 
fiJj?naturo of Miduu^l O'Clory, tho ehlof of tlm Kuur M«Ntort*j who 
w(!ro employed in Itfl eompilatSoiu As this dodlnitton thrown mnoh 
light on tlHi biatory of tho work, and luis not boon hithorto puhIlNh(Ml 
ontiro, I Bhall tako loavo to introduco it horo, m litoruUy trunt*htt4?4 by 
tho vonorahlo cniarlos C)*C;onor, 

•' I invoke tho AlniiKbty (^od that ho may pour down flvof y hloHsJng, 
corporal and Hpiritvuvl, on FoyaU O'Giantj Tlorn (Lord) of Moy O'C^artv 
and t'ulnvhnns ono of tho two knIghtB oloctod to roprot^ent tho County 
of «1Iko in tho parllumont held in Bublln, this p»'t'«<*Tit yoar of our 
Lord, l{i£14. 

" In every oninitry onllfrhtonoil by clvilis^ation, and co»flrni(ut thor<dn 
throii)L!lj a Kt(o<M'«nlon of agon. M\\m bcon ouhtianary to rcrord tho ovojiIh 
pr(j(liioed by tJnn*, For Miindry roftHonsrt, nolhinif was dootnod moro tir(t- 
HtalJio or hononrabl*^ tlnvti to Btudy and porit^o tho workn of aniA(»nt 
writers^ who irnvo a faithful account of tho ffrontnion who lifrurcd on 
th« tttuR^o of llfvs in prvH'AHlluK ageH, Wvwt pontority might luv infovnuul, 
how thoir forofathors havo tunployod thoir tinio, liow long thoy con tU 
unod in pf>wor, and how thoy havo flniilu'd thoir (InvB, 

** 1, Rliohaol 0'Clei7, hvothor of tho OrdiT of sl, FranoJ-^, (thrf)ngh 
ton yi?ar« c»>nployod undor obcdioncu^ to my soy<'Wil provhn'inl;i In collcot- 
in^ matoiiala for i%nv lv\n\\ XIaRJolofifyO luvvo waitod on von, n<dd<i 
Ft*raU O*0ara, m I was woll aciiiniintod ^vith yotir fcoal lor too iiflory of 
God, nnd tho (uTdit of your country. I porcolvod iiio nnxioty yoti 
fiulTor fi'on\ tlw; cloud whioh at pronont luinf?H over our am-lont IVlfloHSau 
vtuw 5 % fttttte of tlvlttftft which \\m ocvwHUn^od tho ifiuovunct^ of. n\w\y, 
rolatlvo to tho lives of tho holy mon, who, in fonnov timoH, Invvo lioon 
tho ornnmenta of <*ur iHlund ; tho pfoncral i^tioranoo alKo of (tor civil 
hi«tory, and of tho monardns, provincial klujifH, tlMhotnm (lordM,) and 
toisucfiH (fhioftutna,) who ilourlahtul in thiM {'(utntry ihrouK^b u hu(U'o»- 
siou of n|?oB» witli equal want t)f kuinvlodgo in tho Hynolu-onihui nocoH- 



aary for throwinpf lljht on ti»o tranHactloUH of oach, la your nnoriftl. 

hiujri 

. , nplUuff' a Oil ^ . . _ .^ 

sliould bo tliffi'Btod ujulor tholr proper IumuImj Jml^ltifj- thntHlnnild Huoh 



no8» on this Ruhjoct I havo'jnforraod yon, that 1 onii'rtainod honoft of 
' ■ 'ng to my own lab(njr«, tho aH«i,stanoo of tho anthiunrlauH i ludd 
most in oHt(MMn, for compllluff' a body of Atnuiln, whorolu tho^^o nuittorn 



a ('onipilatif)n be nog'icctod at prt?i^ot(t. or oonHifrut^d t(» a futuro timo» 
arjHk miffht bo run that tho niat<u'JaiH for it «lun»td novcr a^ahi bo 
bronjrht togotlior. In tliiw idoa t hnvts ro!h«rti<d tho nioHt authontio 
Annalfl I oould Ilnd in my travolH Ihroufch tho kin|s(dorn, (and, indood, 
tho tank was dillhuilt.) Huoh an 1 havo olitahiod i\r{^ arrangod lu a 
continnod aorifin, and I connnit thotu t(» tho world nndor yotir nnnto, 
noblo O'Gara. who Htood f<n'ward In pntrotilHinH^ \X\U undortaklofrj 
\-m\ It waH wan not tho antUiuai'lutiB to work^ antl inont liliornlly pnid 
thorn U^t tholr labour, in nrranelnff and tran^oilhing- tho dtn'onionta 
boforo tliorn, in tht» omivont of Dunagrdl, whofo tlu^ Fathor« of that 
houi«o KUppllod tboni with tho «oc«*Hi*ary roft'o«hmontH. In truth ovory 
bonoiitdorivaido from iiur labtmrs h duo to your protortlon and b<uinty; 
nor should It oxolto joahnwy m onvy that you stand i^trotnostt in tbln %n 
in othor sorviwn yon havo rondorod yoin* oountry j for hy your b!rth» 
yoti aro h desrendant of tho raeo of llohm*, whloh ^av(J frolatnl thirty 
aioniu'ohi, nnd &ixtiy«ono of whloh rafo havo dlod in tho (jdour of 
aanotlty. Elghtot*n of thoso holy nuin wns traeod to yiniy i^roafc fttirrntor 
Toir, th^son of Kian* and ffrmidgon of tho oidohratod OHolUOlani, who 
,dl(»(F Kin^ of Mttoston A.D. Wi. Tho poetortty of thutTolirhavo hivd 
gi^oat ostahUanraenta in evory part of Iroland^ vlx, j^^Tho raco of Cor* 
nmo Oalony, in Loymey of Conaght, from whom yon nn dt'Koondfd. m 
woll m tho O'Htu'as of the namo I-oynvj ftud tlio u'HnraB of tho Kout : 
the C)'(.arroll8 also of Ely, and tho OTonors of Klantwhta Olenfovln, 
in iCJister, In proof of your noble oxtractlon horo fallow® your g«no« 
ftlogy, , 

** l^t^rall O'Oara thott art the son of Toigp, &c, Sec, 

«* Ontl\o sad Janitary, l(?a2. this work wub nnd^rtaken in tho <sm. 
vont of DunnBfRll, and waa iinislied In the sarno oonv^^nt on tho iuth of 
AnguBt, IG30. 

X ain thino mmi affoctionatoly, 

**Bftt)TliKU MioUAMfc O'CitJiaY." 

Immcdiatoly following th!a dedication wo aro prosoritod with tho orl, 
fiinal oortiflcAto or Ustimommit of tho auporlora of tho FratiolHran ("on- 
vent of Dunaffall, in whldi tho Annals woro oompHod, niirnod with 
their antosrrnph fsiflrnnturea^ m an tlit« said Kith of Autfn^t, mil Thb 
too, is writttni on parchramt, and ha» also aihxod to it tho sliriintnro 
of O'Donell, I'rlnce of Tirconnoll j and whilo I fool it nooi'wwary to my 
nurpoRe tx) transcrlbo the t^stimmuimt (whkh I t\\nn givij \n tho trnn^hu 
tlon of Mr. O^Conor,) I hopr that thoso intcvoKtod in tho ijuohtion wlU 
obaorve how ooneidorably It differs in its wordinj;r frotn that pVfllx^d to 
the Stowe MS., and how far nun-o (?oplou« it in in its iuforunition yida* 
tlvo to tho aourfios from whirh tho work wtw contplh'd 

"Tiie Fathors of tho Frrau'lHoan Ordov, 8ul)«orlbors horpiinto, do 
cortify that Fi^rall O'Gara was tho nohkanan who provailod em lirojhor 
Michnol O'Clory to iiring togi^tbor tho antiqunrion and ohronologory, 
who conipilodtho followinfir AnnalH, (aurh m it wn« in thoir powor to 
colleetl, and that F<n'aU Q'Oiwa, uforo«tad, rewarded thorn Hbi?rally fin* 
thoir labour. 

** This collection h dtvidod into two parts* and from tho hoginniiifrtii 
tiie find has boon trauBoribod hi tho <>onv(M!t of tho br<ith«r« / l)unaiFalL 
who supptiod tho tranHrribors with tho «o('i'«>*ary vianda. Tho tlrst 
volume \ym he^un in tho samo convont, AJX imi, whon Fatlu'r Bor- 
nardin 0*Clary wfWfruordian th*»roof. 

"The antiouarlM and (*hr*)noir»Kura who woro iha eollo<'tors and trim- 
ficribors of tide work wo attPBt t(»h«,> Brother Kioiiflol O'Clory i Manrlei* 
O'Maolconory, the son of Tornft* who iiaaittud durinf «t nionth j Furgns 



